


Greetings
“A calm and modest life brings more happiness than the pursuit of success 
combined with constant restlessness” — Albert Einstein.

We have interviewed and photographed over 80 individuals for two previous 
calendars and now for this one. With the first two, it became apparent that 
these folks are on to something. They have a pleasant and enjoyable way of 
living.

As we were putting this third one together, an added benefit appeared. 
When lockdown arrived, these people were prepared. They took to isolating 
far better than others who were climbing the walls. 

Welcome to our calendar for 2021, a calendar featuring people celebrating 
the ordinary, who are passionate about everyday, run-of-the-mill things.

They could retreat to their sheds, garages, and basements. They had plenty 
of things to do with the additional, uninterrupted time. They half-jokingly 
say, "We don't get out much anyway."

In normal times, there are things to do to occupy leisure time. There are 
traditional activities, sports like golf, tennis, gyms; and entertainment like 
cinemas, theatres, lectures, and many others. But during lockdown, these 
activities are not available.

 What's left are quirky passions:

Ÿ "My conservatory of 250 cactus plants and succulents has been my 
refuge in these uncertain times," says Steve Reszetniak.

Ÿ “Working on my collection of postcards during lockdown has kept me 
sane,” says Mark Routh, collector of over one million postcards. 

Ÿ Lockdown did not alter the state of "flow" Chris Cole enjoys when he's 
putting puzzles together, over 7,000 of them so far. He says, "The fun is 
in the doing. You can really lose yourself."

Providing refuge was not all that happened. Lockdown opened new 
interests — an opportunity to take a breath, then try something new. 
Boredom breeds creativity:

Leland Carlson and Grover Click

Age is another way we are widening. This calendar has a 70-year range of 
ages. It's wonderful to see younger people appreciating simple, ordinary 
things.

Assistant Vice Presidents*

Ÿ Valentine Herman in the south of France picked up a new passion on 
daily walks in his le confinement area. Becoming tired of looking at 
famous houses, he turned his attention — and photography skills — to 
the vast array of styles and colors of the shutters on the houses.

Ÿ Boredom's creativity came into play as well as a long-standing passion 
adapted to lockdown: minigolfers Richard and Emily Gottfried teamed up 
with other minigolfers from around the world to golf inside their locked-
down homes, keeping scores on the world wide web.

With each calendar, we're widening our reach — covering a broader range 
of people and information. Our first calendar was about men in Great 
Britain. The second was about men as well as women in Great Britain. This 
one is about men and women in Great Britain (including a Brit in France) as 
well as in the United States. 

Ÿ Liz Woolley, a local historian in Oxford, used the extra time to take 
longer walks. Instead of looking up at buildings like she normally does, 
she began to look down. Manhole covers became a new obsession.

We expect this will continue, that others will see adventure in store by 
taking on quirky passions, even if they are not quirky themselves.

Dull Men's Club
*Our highest office

Ÿ Shevaun Fergus in London began using lockdown time expand on her 
hobbies of handicrafts and reading Terry Pratchett novels. Combing the 
two came to mind. Her new passion is building detailed dollhouses with 
characters, rooms, and furnishings, including miniature crocheted items, 
from the novels.

Contacting Us
contactus@dullmensclub.com
www.dullmensclub.com

Walls of Winchester
We wish to thank Winchester for its wonderful walls. The wall on the 
cover is the cathedral ground's south wall. The wall on this page, the 
back cover, and several other pages is on Symonds Street.

Caveat about Events
The information about events is based on 
information we had when preparing this calendar. 
You should verify the date and 
location before going to an event.



Elena Kamas
Wet Floor Sign 

Pictograms
California

see July

Judah Levine
“America's Timekeeper”

Colorado
see December

Lee Maxwell
Vintage Washing Machines

Colorado
see January 

Johnnie Meier
“Classical Gas Museum”

New Mexico
see June

Ron Wallace
Giant Pumpkins

Rhode Island
see October

James Folta
Security Envelopes

New York City
see March

Demetrios Matsakis
“America's Timekeeper”

Washington DC
see December

Liz Woolley
Manhole Covers

Oxford
see August

Mark Routh
Postcard Collecting

Southend-on-Sea, Essex
see February 

Chris Cole
“The Puzzle Man”

Babbacombe, Devon
see April

Shevaun Fergus
Pratchett-themed Dollhouses

London
see May

Steve Reszetniak
Cacti Garden
Margate, Kent
see September

Martin Evans
Telegraph Pole 

Appreciation Society
West Wales
see November



VINTAGE WASHING 
MACHINES
Lee Maxwell  Eaton, Colorado

On the way back to Colorado, the trailer filled up so they bought a bigger trailer. 
Thirteen washing machines arrived in Colorado.

After Lee retiring as a professor of electrical engineering at Colorado State University, 
he and Barbara bought a motor home and headed east to Maine to vacation and eat 
lobster. On the way, when in Iowa, they came across a farm auction. That's where Lee 
bought his first antique washing machine, a Maytag.

No one was more surprised when Lee Maxwell became obsessed with washing 
machines than his wife Barbara. “Until then,” she said, “he had been near enough to a 
washing machine to do laundry only once. It was a disaster. The whites came out pink.”

They put the 200-pound machine on the roof of the motor home. By the time they got 
to Maine, three more machines had been added to the roof. Barbara feared the roof 
would cave in so they bought a trailer.

What began as a whim had turned into an obsession. Lee was hooked. “It suited me 
just fine.” he said. “I needed a hobby. I didn't hunt. I didn't fish. I didn't think I should try 
bungee jumping. I'm glad washing machines came along. I started restoring them.”

Reassembly can be frustrating. "It's frustrating to be missing a part. It's even more 
frustrating to have a part left over when the reassembly supposedly is completed."

In 2000 he was awarded the Guinness World Record for the largest collection of 
antique washing machines.

With the advent of the pandemic, Lee has even more concentration time for his 
obsession.  “We're in strict isolation in our rural home. We have no desire to come into 
contact with the pesky virus and perhaps interrupt our marriage of 68 years. The 
washing machines will be even more exciting when the museum reopens."

www.oldewash.com

He now has 1,100 on display in his museum — 12,000 square feet of space in two large 
buildings next to their home north of Denver. All the machines work — after having 
been painstakingly disassembled, all parts repaired and cleaned, and reassembled.

“All aspects of this — hunting, restoring, demonstrating — have been fun. The most 
fun is 'The Hunt'. We've traveled throughout America, the UK and Australia. We've not 
only found washing machines; we've met some very grand people along the way.”
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New Yearʼs Day 
(Bank Holiday UK)

Nat'l Drinking Straw Day 
(USA)—date drinking 
straw patented

Nat'l Trivia Day (USA)

Nat'l Spaghetti Day (USA)

Nat'l Nothing Day (USA)
LAMMA Farm Machinery 
Show, Birmingham UK

Plough Monday (UK)—day 
farming resumes after 
Christmas

Clean Off Your Desk Day

Nat'l Handwriting Day 
(USA) —John Hancock 
birth anniversary

Nat'l Pie Day (USA)Squirrel Appreciation Day
Tin Can Day—date tin 
can patented in 1810

Bubble Wrap 
Appreciation Day

Burns Night—celebrate 
with haggis

39.5
35.6

JANUARY

© Marc Piscotti

Big Garden Bird Watch (UK)



POSTCARD COLLECTOR, 
over one million cards
Mark Routh  Southend-on-Sea, South East England 

Mark Routh has been collecting postcards for 50 years. ”My father bought me my first 
postcard when I was eight. It depicted a New Forest pony.” Little did he know then 
what this would lead to. 

He now has a collection of well over a million cards. “I used to keep a running count of 
my collection but couldnʼt keep up. It stopped 25 years ago. It was 800,000 then.” 

The postcards are stored in 150 shoe boxes, many albums, other storage devices at 
his home in Southend-on-the-Sea on the southeast coast of England. 

“My wife Jo and I travel a lot. We did a tour across America in 2018 and filled an entire 
shoe box with postcards. The others on the tour watched it grow with amazement.”  

“I admit, Iʼm obsessive at times. Last year in Berlin I picked up 114 different postcards 
of the old Berlin Television Tower, the tallest structure in Germany, third tallest in the 
EU. It was constructed in 1965 by the German Democratic Republic.” 

“The pandemicʼs lockdown has been a strange experience for everyone. My 
collection is what has kept me sane. I used the internet, friends around the country 
and world, and other contacts to add new cards to my collection. This has included 
collecting something new and rather unusual: Covid-19-themed cards. Although the 
pandemic has been a terrible thing, I have enjoyed ‘collectingʼ it.” 

Being a postcard collector also gives him a reason to travel. Most times, destinations 
are chosen based on cards he hopes to find when he gets there. 

Mark is part of that rare breed of travellers who prefer buying postcards to taking 
photos themselves because it makes travelling easier. There is no need to carry a 
camera and no need to stop to take pictures, which hinders them from thoroughly 
enjoying the view. And more often than not, the images on the postcards are better. 
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FEBRUARY 

Groundhog Day—
Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania

Peter Cooper birthday—
invented Jell-O

Chinese New Year—
Year of the Ox

Great Backyard Bird 
Count (USA)

Battle of the Oranges—
Ivrea, Italy

Shrove Tuesday

Olney Pancake Race—
Olney, Buckinghamshire

Do a Grouch a Favour Day Battery Day
Wakefield Rhubarb 
Festival, Yorkshire

Int'l Dog Biscuit 
Appreciation Day

Single-Tasking Day

Be Humble Day
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“A few years ago,” James said, “I started to tear up my mail to use as scratch-paper. I'm 
an obsessive list-writer and it seemed better to make my lists on paper I would 
otherwise throw out. The process of eviscerating all that mail introduced me to the 
insides of security envelopes and their printed patterns.”
 
What initially caught his eye was the immense variety of their patterns: different 
colors, motifs, and arrangements. 

 
James is still quietly collecting. “I haven't told many people about my odd obsession,” 
he said, “my girlfriend seems to tolerate them, but ask us again in a few years when the 
collection has grown bigger.”

 
“I assumed at first that these camouflaging envelopes were fairly standard, with 
maybe a few repeated sequences, but I discovered that there is a huge variety of 
beautiful designs and colors.” The collection started to grow.

Now, James is careful when opening his mail, in case he comes across a new design. In 
all, he has a collection of over 40 unique patterns of envelopes, all “lovingly stuffed in a 
folder labeled ‘My Envelope Folder'.”
 
The design process behind these envelopes is still a mystery to James. “I've been 
unable to uncover very much about who draws these patterns,” he said, “but I'd love to 
know more about what goes into this design work, and the people behind it. These 
envelopes are just some of the many little, beautiful things that someone put a lot of 
thought into but go mostly ignored. It's a shame that their ubiquity has just made them 
seem common and plain.”

 
James Folta is a writer based in New York City. If you have any security envelope designs to share or just 
want to talk envelopes, you can reach James at jamesh.folta@gmail.com. You can find out more about him 
at jamesfolta.com.

James Folta doesn't know when he started collecting security envelopes, the 
patterned letter-holders designed to obscure their contents, but it started out of a 
desire to save paper. 

SECURITY ENVELOPES
James Folta  New York City
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MARCH

World Book Day (UK)

Isle of Man Int'l Darts 
Festival

Frozen Dead Guy Days, 
Nederland, Colorado

Ear Muffs patented in 1877

Marmalade Festival—
Dalemain, Cumbria

Daylight saving time starts 
in USA and Canada

Check Your Batteries Day 
in USA and Canada

Pi Day — 3/14Nat'l Meatball Day (USA)

Fill Your Staplers Day in 
USA and Canada

World Water Day

Fill Your Staplers Day 
in Europe

Daylight saving time starts 
in Europe



THE PUZZLE MAN
Chris Cole  Babbacombe, Devon

Chris has become known as “The Puzzle Man.” He has completed over 7,000 jigsaw 
puzzles during the past 20 years. 

While Chris loves jigsaw puzzles, he doesn't always do it just for himself. He often 
spends up to ten hours a day completing puzzles donated to charity shops to 
determine whether pieces are missing.

Chris understands the quiet determination and concentration needed to finish a 
complex puzzle — often over 1,500 pieces — and the dismay from finding there's a 
piece or pieces missing. “The frustration of a piece missing is the worst feeling in the 
world.”

“I just love it.” Chris says. “I've been doing it for so long I've completed the same 
puzzle design as many as ten times. I relish the really hard ones like ones with blue 
skies or thatched roofs. A very large, complicated puzzle can take over 20 hours. 
Sometimes I totally lose track of time and need to be reminded by my wife that it's 
bedtime.”

Chris says, “It's so therapeutic. It teaches you to be patient. The fun is in the doing. 
You can really lose yourself in it.”

“Staff often come across newly-donated puzzles with Chris's old stickers stating 
when he last checked them — one from as far back as 2003. But he'll happily check 
them again. He's a godsend.”

Much of Chris's work is for The Mare and Foal Sanctuary charity shop in Babbacombe. 
Manager Dawn Green says “It's great that we can guarantee a complete puzzle. We 
sell a lot of donated jigsaw puzzles, especially over the Christmas holidays, but we 
don't have time to check them. Once customers know they've been checked by Chris 
they sigh with relief. He has quite a reputation amongst puzzle lovers in 
Babbacombe.”
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Nat'l PB&J Day (USA)

Nat'l Ferret Day (USA)

Good Friday (bank 
holiday UK) Easter

Nat'l Eight Track Tape Day

Easter Monday (bank 
holiday UK)

Egg Salad Sandwich Day—
recycling Easter eggs

National Scrabble Day 
(USA) b'day of Alfred 
Mosher Butts, game's 
inventor Rubber Eraser Day Nat'l Library Week (USA)

Yo-Yo Convention—
Burlington, Wisconsin

National Lineman 
Appreciation Day (USA)

Nat'l Organize Your Files 
Week (USA) World Book Day (USA) World Penguin Day



TERRY PRATCHETT-THEMED DOLLHOUSES
Shevaun Fergus  Purley (London)

Thanks to the 2020 lockdown, she now has not just one but two with more on the way. 

“Each house has at least three dozen references to stories in the books, some quite 
subtle, such as an owl fireback in Granny's Cottage that gets a single mention in a 
early book, or the more obvious, such as Death's house being overrun with cats.”   

Ever since she was little, Shevaun had promised herself a "proper" dollhouse, not a 
pre-decorated Barbie Doll one but one built to her liking with real furniture, wallpaper, 
kitchen utensils — basically one with loads of really tiny  not-child-friendly-at-
all details.  

She and her partner Steven moved house shortly before lockdown and their plans to 
start renovating had to be shelved. 

"I was getting bored and frustrated," Shevaun says. "My usual dull hobbies like 
crocheting, reading Terry Pratchett novels, and obedience training my cat, Greebo, 
were losing their luster. I needed a new creative outlet, one to keep me busy during 
lockdown but that didn't take up much space (or make the cat fat). Iʼd heard that 
boredom breeds creativity and sure enough it did: building a dollhouse popped into 
my mind. I could make much of it from scratch and take out my renovation frustrations 
in miniature." 

“Iʼve gone into a level of detail I never originally planned on. By enlisting help from the 
very enthusiastic online Pratchett fan group, I was able to track down references in 
the books, get helpful suggestions, and even source specific details like the scythe 
blade in the grandfather clock — a suture removal scalpel suggested by a nurse.”  

"I reached out to my beloved Terry Pratchett books for inspiration. Pratchett has this 
marvelous talent for taking the ordinary and making it extraordinary. I searched for 
one house but came up with two: Granny Weatherwaxʼs cottage and Mon Repos, the 
Death's residence." 

Another of Shevaunʼs dull hobbies, cheese appreciation, came in handy. The wool 
pads used for insulation in their monthly cheese subscription were repurposed as 
thatch for the cottage.   

Lockdown provided a unique opportunity for Shevaun. “It allowed me time to embrace 
a truly dull commitment to tiny details, careful adherence to descriptions in the books, 
and an excuse to buy a whole set of really miniscule modelling tools. A miniature shed, 
complete with tiny workbench, is on the future projects list.  The new hobby has been 
a silver lining in tough times, one Iʼm very grateful for.” 



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1

87654

1514131211

2221201918

2928272625

2

9

16

23

30

3

10

17

24

MAY

39.5
35.6

31

Antique Barbed Wire Swap & 
Sell—La Crosse City, Kansas

National Postcard Week 
(USA)

Nat'l Windmill Day (Holland)

Nat'l Doughnut Week (UK)

Nat'l Train Day (USA)

Nat'l Miniature Golf Day (UK)
Early May Bank 
Holiday (UK)

Nat'l Receptionists 
Day (USA)

British Sandwich Week

O'Henry Pun-Off—
Austin, Texas

Watercress Festival—
Arlesford, Hampshire

Rhubarb Festival—
Intercourse, Pennsylvania

World Turtle Day

Morse Code Anniversary

Spring Bank 
Holiday (UK)



CLASSICAL GAS MUSEUM
Johnnie Meier  Embudo, New Mexico

“I always enjoy finding a new item to restore,” Johnnie says. “I enjoy the restoration 
process — disassembling, sandblasting, banging out dents, filling holes, finding 
missing parts, and painting. When Iʼm restoring something, I donʼt want it to end.” 

He found a spot in Embudo, New Mexico on highway 68, the “River Road to Taos” that 
follows the Rio Grande from Santa Fe to Taos. He designed it to be a 1940s gas station 
not only for displays, itʼs also his workshop. 

Johnnie Meier has been fascinated with cars and motoring his entire life. What 
particularly fascinates him are “road culture” items — gas pumps and signage along 
roads everywhere as well as oil cans, maps, coolers, and license plates. 

He began collecting road culture artifacts in 1987. Ten years later he began building 
his Classical Gas Museum to house the collection. 

The workshop is where Johnnie spends many hours on his restoration projects. More 
hours freed up for this in 2002 when he retired from his job as a scientist at the Los 
Alamos National Laboratory. 

Objet trouvé (found object) artists also shop at the museum. 

“Itʼs amazing how many people have a sentimental attachment to a gas station from 
their past,” Johnnie says. “I love hearing visitorsʼ comments about memories evoked 
by what they see.”  

“My motto when restoring is ‘In Rust We Trust.̓  Rust is good. It means the item being 
restored is real, is not plastic.” 

The gas pumps out in front of the museum draw in the visitors. Then, when the visitors 
come inside the building, thereʼs the “wow” factor when they see the explosion of 
color from neon signs and globes that sit on tops of gas pumps. Johnnie says, “The 
‘wowsʼ are my reward. I know then that Iʼve done things right, makes it all worthwhile.” 

“Unfortunately, COVID-19 has come along. Itʼs been a nightmare for us. Visits 
dropped 80%, mostly due to travel restrictions.  A large portion of our visitors are 
foreigners traveling Route 66 and taking side trips to Santa Fe and Taos.  Iʼm hoping 
COVID-19 will be over soon. Meanwhile, I have time for more restoration projects.” 

Art directors from films, fashion shoots, and commercials come to Johnnie for props. 
They look through the museumʼs historic photos of gas stations. They select a year. 
Johnnie supplies props that fit the year. More than ten major films, including  No 
Country for Old Men and Wild Hogs, have used items from the museum. 
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Nat'l Doughnut (Donut) 
Day (USA)

Int'l Clothesline Week

Winchester Ukulele 
Festival (UK) Nat'l Yo-Yo Day (USA)

Barbed Wire Show of 
a Lifetime—Pueblo, 
Colorado

London Open Garden 
Squares Weekend

Donald Duck 83rd 
birth anniversary

Duck Tape Festival—
Avon, Ohio World Sauntering Day

Nat'l Marbles Tournament
—Wildwoods, New Jersey

Last use of pillory in 
UK (1830)

Int'l Coleman Collectors 
Club—Berlin, Ohio

World Championship 
Rotary Tiller Races—
Emerson, Arkansas



WET FLOOR SIGN PICTOGRAMS
Elena Kamas  Sunnyvale, California

Wet floor signs are everywhere - in America almost every type of business with a floor 
is required to have one (or more) to ensure worker safety - but because they are so 
ubiquitous, most people hardly notice them. “I have to say I didn't pay them much 
attention at first,” Elena admitted, then added “But then I realized that every wet floor 
sign in my dorm had a different pictogram.” That is, each one depicted a little symbol 
of a human slipping in a slightly different way.

“It definitely became bigger than I expected,” Elena said, adding “This project has 
become a very social thing, and now that my friends are aware of my project, they 
have become just as invested in spotting new signs.” 

In the winter of 2020, Elena decided to share her project with a greater audience by 
turning her dorm room into an exhibition space to celebrate the progress thus far. She 
said of the exhibit, “I hoped viewers would walk away realizing that there was art all 
around them, and that even seemingly dull and ubiquitous items could have a story 
and a life of their own.”

https://www.elenakamas.com/piso-mojado

Her collection now includes more than 150 photographs and 23 unique pictograms, 
but shows no indication of stopping anytime soon.

What struck her was the diversity of designs across this seemingly standardized 
safety indicator. Soon she was actively seeking out new signs around campus, and 
every trip to a new place became a treasure hunt for spotting a new design. What was 
at first a silly realization became an obsessive project of documenting each new sign 
and even taking pictures with the signs mimicking each new pose.

3D printer for stamps to decorate clothing



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1

8765

4

15141312

11

22212019

18

29282726

25

2

9

16

23

30

3

10

17

24

31

JULY

39.5
35.6

Skipton Sheep Day—
Skipton, North Yorkshire

Plum Festival—Pershore, 
Worcestershire

Independence Day (USA)

World Chocolate Day

World Pea Shooting 
Championships—Witcham, 
Cambridgeshire

Ukulele Festival—Lake 
Anne, Virginia

World Snail Racing 
Championships—
Congham, Norfolk

Happy Birthday Sliced 
Bread—93 years old Nat'l Ice Cream Day (USA)

Royal Swan Upping 
on Thames

Nat'l Get Out of Doghouse 
Day (USA)

World Yo-Yo Contest—
Budapest 2021

Int'l Cheese Awards—
Nantwich, Cheshire

Earl Tupper birthday—
invented Tupperware

World Championship 
Cardboard Boat Races—
Heber Springs, Arkansas

Alice Springs Camel Cup—
Alice Springs, Australia

Camp Creek Threshers 
Show—Waverly, Nebraska



MANHOLE COVERS
Liz Woolley  Oxford

Her new interest quickly expanded to include water stopcock covers, drain grilles, 
basement lightwell covers, and coalhole covers.  

The pandemic led to Liz, a local historian, discovering a new interest. “During 
lockdown, I walked around Oxford more than usual, enjoying the deserted streets in 
the sunshine. The city looked beautiful. When giving tours, I normally encourage 
people to look up at buildings, but I found myself looking down and noticing manhole 
covers. Once youʼve noticed one, youʼll notice another, and then dozens more.”  

Liz plans to do more research into manhole covers and their part in Oxfordʼs 
development as a city. “If readers know of particularly interesting examples, Iʼd be 
delighted to hear from them (www.lizwoolley.co.uk). Then maybe we can put together 
a touring exhibition. Or how about a Museum of Oxford Manhole Covers, virtual or 
perhaps even bricks and mortar? Now thereʼs an idea.” 

“I started to wonder how much of Oxfordʼs history could be revealed by these largely 
unnoticed but often beautifully- and ingeniously-designed structures. At first, I was 
mainly interested in those with writing on them, in particular the names of local 
companies. The foundries Lucy & Co and Dean & Son feature prominently, not just on 
elegantly-lettered manhole covers but on all sorts of ironwork, including lamp posts 
and railings. I was thrilled to find one inspection cover bearing the name of building 
firm ‘TH Kingerlee ,̓ and another with ‘Benfield & Loxley .̓ I wonʼt reveal their locations, 
for fear of prompting a rush of manhole-spotters which might disturb local residents.” 

Liz found sheʼs not alone. “If you look online, youʼll find that many people are 
‘gridders ;̓ thereʼs even an International Manhole Cover Museum in Italy.” 

“Theyʼre a beautiful marrying of form and function, their non-slip surfaces provided 
by ornamental patterns and raised lettering.” 

“I also began to think about the enormous complex of pipes, channels and wires 
under our feet. Most of us walk over it every day without giving it a second thought.” 

Much of that underground network was established in the 19th century when local 
councils began installing public services. Gas lighting was introduced to Oxford in 
1819. Clean water and a sewer system came next, in response to health concerns 
following cholera outbreaks in the 1840s and 1850s. Telephone lines in 1877. In 1892, 
the Oxford Electric Company switched on its current. This caused quite a stir: five 
street lamps and eleven buildings lit up. 

 

Dean & Son TH Kingerlee

Ben�eld & Loxley Lucy & Co

© Mark Crean
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World Wide Web 
Anniversary—creation of 
WWW suggested in August 
1990 by Tim Berners-Lee

Clark Potato Days—
Clark, South Dakota

Scarecrow Festival—
Kettlewell, North Yorkshire

Bristol Int'l Balloon 
Fiesta—Bristol

Kool-Aid Days—Hastings, 
Nebraska

Totnes Orange 
Races—Devon

Late Summer 
Bank Holiday (UK) 

Women's Equality Day

Great Dorset Steam Fair
—Blandford, Dorset

Ferret Buckeye Bash—
Columbus, Ohio

Sandwich Festival—
Sandwich, Kent

World Bog Snorkelling 
Championship—Llanwrtyd 
Wells, Wales



CACTUS GROWING
fun watching them grow
Steve Reszetniak  Margate, Kent

“Some of the plants have flowers that smell rather odd, for instance of cheese or 
rotting meat. They are quite fun for fooling the grandchildren. I hand a succulent to 
them and say “Here, smell the pretty flower.” 

“I miss the meetings although it's helpful that Dave, the membership secretary, keeps 
us on our toes with online quizzes. We try to name the cacti in photos and guess how 
tall an agave flower will grow. Safe excitement indeed." 

“Cactus flowers are beautiful. A variety of colors. Some quite small, some enormous. 
A dull-looking plant can surprise you with a spectacular flower.”  

Soon he was saving up his pocket money and, instead of sticks of seaside rock, or 
funny hats, he would buy a few plants at the Plant Lovers cactus nursery in Candlesby. 

"My conservatory is my refuge in these uncertain times. The plants seem to keep me 
calm, happy, and hopeful. The beginning of lockdown was scary. I decided to sow 
cactus seeds for an investment in the future. When I look at the seedlings, I imagine 
them getting bigger over the next few years — perhaps rewarding me with a flower or 
two. It's all about thinking positively.” 

Steve began growing cacti in his schooldays in Lincolnshire. A friend gave him a 
couple of small plants. He was immediately hooked. “Getting hooked can be a real 
danger with some of the plants,” he warns. 

“My wife Anne says I have too many plants. But she puts up with them. I think it's 
because they keep me out of her way.”

Steve belongs to a local cactus club, the Herne Bay branch of the British Cactus and 
Succulent Society. The entertainment is mostly slide shows by UK's top enthusiasts 
and plant sales. They even tell a few prickly jokes.

"I could spend all day just looking at them,” Steve says about the 250 cactus plants 
plus many seedlings in a conservatory next to his home in Margate, Kent. 

His collection gradually filled up the windowsills of their home. His long-suffering 
father built him his first conservatory—a makeshift affair covered in plastic sheeting. 
Steve's love for his cacti grew to such an extent that he recently built his present 
conservatory “to give them just the right amount of light, warmth, and shelter.”
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Oatmeal Festival—
Bertram, Texas

Potatoes 'N Such: 
Dayton Potato Festival—
Dayton Ohio

World Black Pudding 
Throwing Championships—
Ramsbottom, LancashireLabor Day (USA)

World Gurning 
Championships—Egremont, 
Cumbria

Miniature Golf Day

Telegraph Pole 
Appreciation Day

National Punctuation 
Day (USA)

Dulles Plane Pull—Dulles 
Airport, Virginia

World Stone Skimming 
Championships—Easdale 
Island, Argyll



GIANT PUMPKINS
Ron Wallace  Greene, Rhode Island

The growers are competitive. When they get together, like at the annual meetings of 
the Great Pumpkin Commonwealth, the weight of their largest pumpkins is shown on 
their name tags.

Ron spends 20 to 40 hours a week on his hobby. He has been doing this for 35 years.

There are practical uses from the giant pumpkin growers' discoveries. Growers of 
other crops are learning from them. "I really feel that giant pumpkin growers are 
shaping how the world grows produce," Ron says. "We are doing a lot for farming."

Ron Wallace from Greene, Rhode Island was the first person in the world to grow a 
pumpkin weighing over a ton. In 2012 he grew a 2,009-pound pumpkin. This was the 
Holy Grail of giant pumpkin growing. It was what breaking the sound barrier was to 
aviation and running the four-minute mile was to sports. Pumpkin growers have been 
trying to do this for decades.

“The news attention is almost too exciting at times,” Ron says. He's appeared on 
Martha Stewart Living, Live with Kelly and Michael, The Chew, and on nightly news 
programs of NBC, ABC, CBS, and CNN.

How is this done? “Year-round work,” Ron says. “Start with the right soil and the right 
seed. And then spend hours upon hours toiling away as the pumpkins grow. Lots of 
TLC.”

The plants need to be tended to daily. They grow 40 to 50 pounds a day. They need 
fertilizer, pruning, and lots of water. And checked for disease, rot, and other maladies.

But there also is camaraderie. They cheer each other on. They share seeds and 
knowledge. 

He's won two Guinness World Records, one in 2006 for a 1,502 pounder that was the 
world's first pumpkin over 1,500 pounds, one in 2012 for the 2,009 pounder. In 2015 he 
won an award by The Great Pumpkin Commonwealth for a 2,230.5 pounder that was 
the largest ever grown in North America.

“Giant pumpkin growers don't go away on summer vacations,” Ron says. “They 
vacation in their pumpkin patches."

© Carole Temple

Getting seeds to plant next year

Live with Kelly and Michael WABC-NY
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World Postcard Day
Kentucky Apple Festival
—Paintsville, Kentucky

World Pea Throwing 
Championships—Lewes, 
Sussex

Int'l Postcard Week 

World Egg Day

British Nat'l Ploughing 
Championships—
Northumberland

World Conkers 
Championships—
Nothamptonshire

Woolly Worm Festival—
Banner Elk, North Carolina

Antique Doorknob 
Collectors of America 
Convention—Albany NYThanksgiving (Canada)

Pumpkin Fest—Keene, 
New Hampshire

Nat'l Hedge Laying 
Championships (UK)—
Rotherfield Park Estate, 
Alton, Hampshire

Apple Day (UK)
Daylight saving time 
ends in Europe



TELEGRAPH POLE APPRECIATION SOCIETY
Martin Evans  West Wales

Martin, when growing up in North Wales, developed an early fascination for the lines 
of poles stretching off in all directions delivering power and telephone services to 
every household. "Having a peculiar obsession with telegraph poles was not 
something you shouted about as a young lad. Quietly though I'd observe how they 
stood over us. Tall, silent sentinels. I would follow the lines they made across the 
countryside and wonder about their structure and where they were going."

“If the sight of a line of telegraph poles undulating over hills and fields into 
perspective infinity fills your heart with joy, then you're probably already a member of 
The Telegraph Pole Appreciation Society,” says Martin Evans, founder of the society.

The first telegraph poles were installed in 1843. They were along the tracks of 
England's Great Western Railway. Several decades later their number greatly 
expanded as telephone lines hopped on board. Eventually other lines like electric 
power and more recently the internet joined in. Competition grew from underground 
lines. But poles continued to hold sway. Less expensive and easier to access for 
repairs — A new use is arriving: networks to connect cells for 5G. 

Martin founded the society in 1997 to celebrate the everyday mundanity of the 
humble telegraph, telephone, and other utility poles. It now has over 1,000 members. 
Motto: "If it's tall, wooden, sticky-uppy and got wires coming out the top then we 
appreciate it.” 

URL: www.telegraphpoleappreciationsociety.org.

“Some people appreciate the art of Turner or Constable. We appreciate the aesthetic 
beauty of the poles and their place in our landscape."

"We don't care what the wires carry. They all carry electricity in some way be it the 
sparky stuff which boils your kettle, or the thinner stuff with your voice in it when 
you're on the phone. It's their ubiquity, the shape and variety of the paraphernalia 
atop, and those curious markings and placards that adorn the pole itself that interest 
us."
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Nat'l Men Make Dinner 
Day (USA)

Daylight saving time ends 
in USA and Canada

Check Your Batteries Day 
in USA and Canada

Notary Public Day (USA)

Fill Your Staplers Day in 
USA and Canada

Clean Out Your Fridge Day Homemade Bread Day
Mickey Mouse's 93rd 
birthday

Int'l Pickle Festival—
Rosendale, New York

Thanksgiving (USA)
Luke Howard birthday—
created names for clouds



AMERICA’S TIMEKEEPERS
Demetrios Matsakis  Washington DC 

Judah Levine  Boulder, Colorado

Many advances for precise timekeeping have been developed by Demetrios and 
Judah. They are continually researching, speaking at conferences, and meeting with 
timekeepers from other countries.

Two leading men doing the work needed for accurate time are Demetrios Matsakis and 
Judah Levine. Long-time friends, they became known as “The Nation's Timekeepers.”

Judah Levine is a physicist at the Time and Frequency Division of the National Institute 
of Standards and Technology (NIST) in Boulder, Colorado. He's also Professor of 
Physics at the University of Colorado.

Precise time is needed for practically everything we do. It's particularly important at 
yearend. When did it happen? 2021 or 2022? It's vital for the financial industry, 
especially for high-frequency trading where computer algorithms move stocks in and 
out of positions in fractions of a second. It's vital for navigation. If a GPS satellite's time 
is off by one nanosecond, your car could be off course by two to three feet.

Demetrios was the Chief Scientist for Time Services at the United States Naval 
Observatory (USNO) in Washington, DC. Now retired, he's busier than ever consulting 
on time.

The smallest unit of time most of us deal with is seconds. Demetrios and Judah deal 
with nanoseconds, sometimes picoseconds. A nanosecond is one billionth of a 
second; a picosecond is a thousand times smaller.

Most of us take time for granted. We simply look at our watch or other device. We 
assume the correct time is going to be there. But there's a lot going on with time before 
we see it.

The most accurate clocks by far now are atomic clocks like those used at USNO and 
NIST. An atomic clock uses an atom as its oscillator. Oscillations of all undisturbed 
cesium atoms are exactly the same: 9,192,631,770 per second. 

A perk of the job? No need to wear a watch.

Time is measured by counting the cycles of the output of oscillators. A grandfather 
clock's oscillator is the pendulum that swings back and forth every second, 
approximately. It's much too variable for modern life.

“Time is wonderful — it keeps everything
 from happening all at once”

© Scott Suchman © Geoffrey Wheeler

Demetrios Matsakis — USNO Judah Levine — NIST
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Great Christmas Pudding 
Race—Covent Garden, 
London

Anniversary of first traffic 
light in UK

Nat'l Underdog Day (USA)

Chester Greenwood Day—
invented ear muffs Christmas Day

Nat'l Whiners Day (USA)

Boxing Day (UK) 

New Year's Eve—
stay home to practice 
writing '2022'

Boring Christmas Tree 
Lighting—Boring, Oregon

Christmas Day, 
Bank Holiday UK

Boxing Day, 
Bank Holiday UK 



Johnnie Meier is restoring a classical 1950s diner he's placed next to 

his gas station museum. It was made by Valentine Manufacturing Inc. 

in Wichita. It will be an ice cream parlor called "Eat Mo' Ice Cream." 

Johnnie found it at a junkyard in Santa Fe.

Johnnie doesn't need to go looking for things often. They come to 

him. Gas pumps for example. Farmers are a leading source. Gas 

stations upgrading to new pumps give the used pumps to farmers. 

When the farmers eventually replace these pumps with more modern 

versions, they bring the old ones to Johnnie.

Many of the pumps and artifacts are 

outside the building. “From time to time 

I notice items missing. But I also find new 

items secretly dropped off, 'donations' to 

the museum. The way I figure it, it 

balances out.”

The speed at which the Earth rotates, called solar time, is not nearly as constant as time maintained by atomic clocks. Over the millennia, the Earth's average rotation slows, ever so slightly.  

A day measured by atomic clocks is exactly 86,400 seconds every year. The time for the Earth to rotate is not as precise. It varies. Four years ago the average was 86,400.002 seconds. Now it is closer to zero.

A "leap second" is inserted into atomic 
time every so often to bring it in line with 
solar time. A negative leap second has 
never been needed yet. 

This adjustment was last made on June 
30, 2016. It's possible one will be required 
on December 31, 2021. It might be a 
negative leap second. The decision for 
this is made by the International Earth 
Rotation and Reference Systems Service. 

“After I retired, many lonely clocks 
found their way into my heart”

Diner at Classical Gas Museum
A leap second might occur in 2021,

Miscellany
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according to America’s Timekeepers 



 
Wet �oor signs repurposed for pandemic

Dear DMC,

There have been obvious changes to my wet floor sign pictogram 

spotting: I have been spotting many fewer signs and the ones I see 

are often locked away indoors, as fewer stores are open, and I go 

out to places of business much less often.

The one surprising change is the use of the wet floor signs 

themselves —I have on multiple occasions seen my little yellow 

plastic friends being used to display pertinent safety ordinances 

or a store's newest social distancing policy. Perhaps I shouldn't 

be surprised, because in this time of need, of course we turn to 

the beloved wet floor signs for help.

Elena Kamas

Sunnyvale, California

Postcard from Silicon Valley 

Miscellany
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Dear DMC,

We went into quarantine in March, and I've spent most of my time indoors since then. It was a very different summer in the city: No subway rides, no park strolls, no Coney Island days. 

James Folta
Brooklyn, New York

Postcard from Brooklyn 

Collecting security envelopes has been one of the relatively few things from my pre-quarantine life that hasn't changed. Each addition to my collection has felt much more precious as a result — the time spent on the project has been a small oasis of relief. 

It's also recently come into sharp focus that this hobby wouldn't be possible without the U.S. Postal Service. Despite the difficulties, the mail continues apace, and I owe them a big thank you.

Security envelopes provide oasis of relief from pandemic 



le con�nement inspires 

a new passion — 

photographing shutters

Valentine Herman from Sigean in France sent 

us stunning photos of shutters he took on daily 

walks in the allowed lockdown area — not more 

than one kilometer from home. As he grew tired 

of looking at famous houses where Louis XIII, 

Louis XIV, Molière, etc. stayed, he began 

focusing closely and noticed the brightly painted 

wooden shutters. Many were decades old, had 

not weathered well. Some in simple frames, 

others in more elaborate settings. He started 

photographing them. A new passion was born.

A new minigolf game came to the rescue – 
Putt18. Players from all around the world 
compete against each other from their own 
homes, with scores updated online.

“Putting at home has been fun and has kept 
us sane. But we have missed playing 
outdoors, playing with friends, and visiting 
new places.”

Minigolfers Richard and Emily Gottfried didn't 
let the pandemic get in the way of their 
golfing. "It was disappointing at first,” 
Richard said. “We cancelled a grand tour to 
play 16 courses in the Bournemouth area in 
April. Other plans were cancelled as well. 
Had the pandemic not occurred, we would 
have visited our 1,000th course by now."

Despite lockdown, minigolfers competed 
internationally — from their living room

Emily added, “And we certainly missed the 
typical minigolf course adornments we don't 
have in our living room: tunnels, bridges, 
windmills, ferris wheels and loop-di-loops.”

Miscellany
Page 3 of 4

“People with mundane hobbies cope better with lockdown,” states Psychologist Dr. Sandi Mann at the University of Central Lancashire, author of The Science of Boredom: Why Boredom Is Good. “That's because they are happier with less, need less stimulation. Others can learn from them how to celebrate and �nd joy in mundane, everyday things.”

perhaps a run of 500 

“Boredom always precedes a period 

of great creativity.” Robert M. Pirsig, 

Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance



Broadens his repertoire with restored 

Anorak of the Year 2019 — 
Drainspotter Archie Workman — 

bench to honor NHS

work as a lengthsman (maintains 

worker exempt from lockdown. He's 
able to go out and about. He not only 

verges alongside roads) is a lone 

cares for drains, he does other 

Archie, in the course of his part-time 

concrete, all that was left of a bench. 

He stumbled upon two stumps of 

restored the bench in honor of NHS 

community improvements as well. 

With some old timber and paint, he 

— "Thank You NHS."

Kevin Beresford, founder and president of the 

Roundabout Appreciation Society and our Anorak of the 

Year in 2018, sent a postcard.

Dear DMC,

There are times I find roundabouts to be too exciting. 

For something calmer, I love visiting car parks. Iʼm on 

constant lookout for the rare ones I find to be utterly 

delightful.

Car Parks are like any other buildings. You get bad ones, you get good ones. However, 

sometimes you can get dramatic parking structures that can look like forbidding fortresses 

against dark gun-metal skies.

There are more accident insurance claims made in car parks than on the open road. So there 

is something quite menacing and scary going on in these dark, dank, brooding places.

A lot of the multistories, built in the sixties and seventies, were meant to house a certain 

sized car. Nobody expected the huge 4 x 4s. So a lot of these car parks are no longer fit for 

purpose. They can be cramped, badly lit, smelly, and unsafe.

Once in a while along comes a spectacular car park colossus,

gleamingly clean, spectacular views from the top floor, safe 

wide parking, melodic background music, rocket-speed lifts, 

and exhilarating exit ramps. Itʼs then that my hobby becomes 

an utter delight.

I formed the Car Park Appreciation Society in 2010. So far, 

Iʼm the only member.

Cheers,
Kevin

Anorak of the Year 2018 — 
Kevin Beresford
Veers off roundabouts to visit car parks

Miscellany
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“In the future, everyone will be world-famous 

for 15 minutes”  Andy Warhol — 1968



Copyright 2020 © Dull Men's Club®   contactus@dullmensclub.com

mailto:calendars@dullmensclub.com

	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32

